[image: ]ZIMBABWE


REMARKS
BY
THE
MINISTER OF STATE
FOR
PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS AND DEVOLUTION
MASHONALAND WEST PROVINCE
HON. MARIAN CHOMBO
 FOR
MINISTER INTERFACE WITH CHINHOYI MUNICIPALITY AND MAKONDE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL
12 May 2026
COOKSEY HALL (MUNICIPALITY OF CHINHOYI)

Salutations
· Secretary for Provincial Affairs and Devolution,
· Director Local Government Services and other Directors here present
· Government Officials Present,
· Mayor of Chinhoyi
· Chairperson of Makonde RDC
· DDC Makonde
· The Town Clerk of Chinhoyi Municipality
· CEO of Makonde RDC
· Council Officials,
· Members of the Media,
· Ladies and Gentlemen.













Good morning to you all.
It is my pleasure to join you today at this important Interface Meeting with Chinhoyi Municipality and Makonde Rural District Council. Allow me to express my appreciation to all stakeholders who have taken time to attend this engagement, which remains an important platform for strengthening collaboration, accountability and service delivery within our local authorities.
These meetings are not ceremonial gatherings. They are strategic engagements meant to assess progress, identify challenges, share solutions and ensure that local authorities remain aligned to Government priorities under Vision 2030 and the national development agenda.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
As Government, we remain committed to building efficient, transparent and people-centred local authorities that deliver quality services to our communities. The success of our development agenda depends greatly on the performance of councils in areas such as water provision, sanitation, infrastructure development, revenue mobilization and sound financial management.
I wish to commend both Chinhoyi Municipality and Makonde RDC for the efforts being made in implementing developmental programs despite prevailing economic challenges. I particularly note the continued progress by Makonde RDC in areas such as revenue collection improvements, youth skills integration, establishment of Village Business Units and investment in education infrastructure. Such initiatives demonstrate innovation and commitment to community empowerment.
At the same time, I encourage Chinhoyi Municipality to intensify efforts towards improving WASH issues that includes water supply and Waste management services for both effluent and solid waste, meeting the minimum service delivery requirements as per SI170 0f 2025. The council must also ensure enhanced revenue collection efficiency and addressing salary arrears. The issue of water provision remains critical because access to safe and reliable water is a basic service that directly affects the health and livelihoods of our citizens.
Additionally, for Municipality of Chinhoyi, we are aware that the approval of your 2026 budgets was conditional. The condition instructs that by this time you were supposed to have cleared salary arrears. In this gathering we are interested in knowing the current position as well as efforts to address this matter. 

Government introduced Statutory Instrument 170 of 2025 on Minimum Service Delivery Standards to ensure that every local authority meets expected benchmarks in service delivery. I therefore urge all councils to move away from activity-based reporting and focus on measurable outcomes and tangible impact in communities.
Residents are interested in results:
Are roads being rehabilitated?
Is water flowing consistently?
Is refuse being collected on time?
Are clinics and schools functioning properly?
Are local economic opportunities being created?
These are some of  the indicators that define effective local governance.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
The issue of financial management remains central to the sustainability of our local authorities. I urge councils to strengthen revenue collection systems, reduce unnecessary expenditures and ensure prudent utilization of public resources. Challenges relating to salary arrears, pension obligations and statutory payments must be addressed with urgency and responsibility.
I also wish to reiterate Government’s zero tolerance towards corruption. Corruption undermines development, destroys public confidence and deprives communities of essential services. Every public official must uphold professionalism, accountability, integrity and transparency in the execution of their duties.
To our council leadership and management teams, I encourage you to work in unity and maintain constructive engagement with councilors, residents, Government departments and development partners. Development can only be accelerated through collective action and a whole-of-government approach.

The empowerment of youths and women remains a key pillar of our national development strategy. I therefore applaud efforts being made to integrate young people into local economic initiatives, vocational programs and community development projects. I encourage all local authorities to create deliberate opportunities for youth participation in infrastructure development, entrepreneurship, agriculture and innovation.
Furthermore, I call upon you to continue exploring investment opportunities in water treatment, waste management, renewable energy and industrial development. Partnerships with investors and private sector players must translate into improved service delivery and economic growth for our communities.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
As we move towards the attainment of Vision 2030, there is need for urgency, discipline and innovation in our work. The targets before us require practical implementation, measurable progress and committed leadership at every level.
Let us remain focused on improving the lives of our people through responsive governance, inclusive development and sustainable service delivery.
In conclusion, allow me to thank all stakeholders for your continued dedication and commitment to the development of Mashonaland West Province. Together, let us continue building strong local authorities that leave no community and no citizen behind.
I wish you fruitful deliberations during this meeting.
I thank you.
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